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Subj: Release of TaskView Version 3.3 for PFPS Version 3.2.

1.  ACC/DOT releases TaskView Version 3.3 for PFPS Version 3.2 for operational use.  This software is being fielded to address a specific request from forward operating locations for improvements in handlings Airspace Control Orders (ACO) and changes to ACOs.  

2.  This version is not a major update to 3.2, and still contains some of the complexities or deficiencies of prior versions.  Users should be aware of the following deficiencies and because of the empahsis on ACO changes, users should be vigilant on items b. and d. :

a.  Software Installation:  If a user downloads TaskView v3.3 onto the same computer he will install it on or downloads it onto a shared network drive, the TaskView installation process will ask the user to reboot three different times. 1) As soon as the user runs the setup.exe, 2) and again, after the computer has been rebooted, but before the installation starts, and 3) a third time, after the computer has been rebooted and the installation process has been completed. No reboots are really required when installing TaskView v3.3. When installing from a CD, it never asks the user to reboot. The user can select "No" at each prompt to reboot the computer without affecting the installation.

b.  TaskView does not advise the user when opening an ATO or ACO that has already been loaded.  If the user has a basic ATO/ACO loaded with all of the applicable changes, and the user selects the same ATO/ACO to open again, no warning is provided.  This process will dump any respective ATO/ACO changes, and the user will have to reload all changes again.

c.  TaskView parses the callsign of the taskunit in the ASACDAT set as the mission name.  If there are taskunits with the same callsign, it makes them duplicate missions.  .  This parsing of different set fields to compensate for the ATO not including mission numbers in a parseable set/field may create confusion, especially with this duplicate taskunit and mission functionality. 

d.  TaskView does not highlight duplicate airspace located in a separate ACO and ACO change.  It will highlight and append duplicates in the same ACO or the same ACO change.  Because it will do this, mission planners could be led to believe it does this for any duplicate ACO message.  TaskView overwrites ACO messages when it sees the same name in a change as was in the original message.  It is vital that AOC Fraggers avoid the use of duplicate airspace designations. 

e.  TaskView will display a RADARC airspace name a great distance from that airspace.  This distance is directly related to the distance of the inner arc. For example, if the inner arc is 30 miles, the RADARC name will be displayed 30 miles from the airspace and therefore may appear to be associated with a different airspace. The user can avoid confusion by positioning the cursor on the airspace and confirming the name.  

f.  Whenever the DAFIF auto lookup function is implemented, the Windows "in process" hourglass is displayed.  This function could take greater than 8 minutes to complete, which could lead the user to believe that the computer is locked up and requires using the task manager to stop the process.  During this process, the MS Windows Task Manager will show that TaskView is "Not Responding" which, during testing, proved to be false. The user will need to be patient. The user is advised that the process is lengthy and should allow the process to complete.

g.  TaskView's TableView will display lat or lon coordinates that are in different formats than provided in the ATO/ACO.  The user should refer to the "Point Loc" column, which will have the coordinates in the proper format.  

h.  TaskView will append duplicate units affected by ATO/ACO changes according to the order in which each changes is loaded.  For example, if a mission planner skips ATO Change 7 because it does not affect his unit, if Change 8 is loaded (which does affect his unit, TaskView will append his unit with a chg7 (i.e. reflecting the order it was loaded). Therefore, if a user has not loaded all changes in order, TaskView appends an organizations change number to the taskunit name. As a matter of procedure, mission planners should include ALL changes (in order) to ensure they have a complete and coherent ATO and ACO.

i.  TaskView requires a DAFIF lookup be performed each time that an ATO/ACO message or change is loaded.  Without accomplishing this update, TaskView could potentially display the wrong departure locations for missions that weren't operating from the same base as the taskunit to which it was assigned.  While the taskunit will notice this discrepancy immediately, other agencies receiving data from the ATO/ACO (i.e., AWACS) may not identify the problem.  The risk is reduced as long as the mission planners are diligent in accomplishing a DAFIF lookup once all ATO/ACO messages, changes, and laydown files are properly loaded.

j.  When a mission planner places the cursor on an ACO track leg, TaskView displays the minimum and maximum altitudes of the combined legs of an ACO track. Typically, each leg will have its own unique altitude block. Whenever mission planners encounter ACO tracks, they should consult the ACO message text for exact altitudes of track legs. Failure to do so could result in aviators violating track leg altitude restrictions.

3.  The software is available on both the SIPRNET and NIPRNET networks for user download.  The TaskView 3.3 software is unclassified.  However, the user must remember that any and all data/software downloaded from the SIPRNET is considered classified and the computer upon which the data/software is loaded is also considered classified.  If the NIPRNET is used, the system is unclassified.  Users who desire to download via the SIPRNET must go to the following site:  https//mpssf.hill.af.smil.mil.  If the user does not have an account, follow the instructions to set up the account.  To use the NIPRNET, the user must go to the following site:  http//mpssf.hill.af.mil.  If an account is needed, the user follows the instructions.  The software will also be distributed via CD using normal distribution procedures.

4.  ACC/DOT POC is LtCol Clardy, DOTW, DSN 574-5693.  ACC/DRS POC is Mr. Bob Downs, DRSM, DSN 574-3311
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