KC-135 AWE

[image: image1.png]g s27PM



The AWE is the program that generates the information file that gets loaded to a PCMCIA card to be inserted in the FMS-800 in the jet.  The created file contains filtered DAFIF information and/or Alternate Flight Plans (PFPS Routes).   The best way to use the AWE is to create a DAFIF-only image, based on a filtered area of the world, once every DAFIF cycle (28 days).  On a daily basis you would simply add a route to that image and cut it to a PCMCIA card.  This streamlines the process to the fullest.

A. Starting AWE 
1. Launch the AWE using the icon you see at the right on the desktop.

2. You can also go to Start > Programs > Sanders > AweMDL
B. Creating a DAFIF-only image
1. This image contains no routes.  Since the aircraft will only handle 55,700 points and the full DAFIF is about 85,000, you will need to create a filter or choose an existing filter to apply.  Do NOT choose “default” as this is the entire world.
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Go to the Nav Data tab and choose a filter to apply.  To view the filter’s coverage, click on the “blue funnel” icon and open the filter by name.   Create a new filter here as well.

3. To view the RPID count of a filter go to Tools > Filter Summary and select the filter from the drop down.

4. Highlight the filter and push it to each of the 3 areas (Primary ID, Refuel Patterns, and Waypoint List using the[ >] buttons.

5. Under the Reversionary Data tab, choose the file you want to use and move to the Selected Reversionary DB File field using the [>] button.  These are your 200 emergency backup points if the PCMCIA card is damaged or otherwise inaccessible. 
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Click the Save button and name your image file.  It is a good technique to put the DAFIF expiration date in the file name. Ex. 20Feb_US_Only.  The colored icon and the aircraft stick icon will un-gray.

7. Click the colored icon (Create Image).  The Cartridge Label Name window will pop up.  This is the name that will show in the jet for the card.

8. Fill in the Label Name and click OK.  The image will take about 5-10 minutes on a CF-27 laptop to complete.  

NOTE

You will see lots of info scroll through the Status Information window.  The only important items in here are the RPID count (towards the bottom of the list.  Must be less than 55,700) and the ** I ** Image Creation completed message telling you its done.  If you get the message “Component Type P is not mapped to a known value” followed by the Component Type S, this is normal as of the DAFIF 0201 release.  Just click through them.  A patch is on the way.

9. We will not discuss transferring the image to the PCMCIA card here.  Most units will do the above procedure for each filtered region they need at the start of each DAFIF cycle.  See the next section for adding routes to the card.

C. Adding Routes to an Image - Edit (Add AFP’s)…

1. Under File, select Edit (Add AFP’s)…
2. Select the Image (*.toc) file you want to add the routes to.

3. Highlight the routes you want to add and click the [>] button to push them to the AFP Selections window.

Note

You can highlight a specific AFP line to add the route to.  You can also use the Browse button to access a route off a networked path or a floppy drive.

4. Click the Create Image icon (colored one).  This will bring up the Save As window.  Make this a descriptive name that should include the DAFIF expiration date.  Save the *.toc file.

5. The Cartridge Label Name window will appear.  Enter the name that will show at the aircraft and click OK.

6. If the route has old DAFIF, you will be asked whether you want to update it or not.  Always say Yes to this and Yes to saving the updated route.

7. The Alternate Flight Plans (AFP’s) will then be added to the DAFIF image.  This process should take less than a minute.

D. Transferring the Image

1. Once an image is completed you need to transfer it to the PCMCIA card.  There are some steps to ensure this is done properly.

2. Insert the PCMCIA card into one of the laptop card slots.  You should hear a audible tone and an icon should appear near the clock on the taskbar. 
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3. Open Windows Explorer (use the ( + E combo) and identify the drive letter of the PCMCIA card.
4. On the AWE, under Admin, select Set Transfer Device.

5. Ensure that the PCMCIA radio button is selected and the drive letter is correct for the PCMCIA card

Note

The letter is not read by the AWE when the card is inserted.  This must be set manually.  On some laptops you will see the PCMCIA drive letter change (D or E) depending on whether the Floppy drive or the CD-ROM drive is installed.  This can be easily fixed by designating the CD-ROM drive to be a letter other than D.
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Click the Transfer Image icon to create the *.crt file on the PCMCIA card.  Any *.crt file on the card will automatically be deleted.  This process should take about 20 seconds.  Look for ** I ** Image Transfer completed in the Status Information window.
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7. Go back to Explorer and check the filename, size and date of the transferred file.  It should have the name you gave it, be exactly 15,360 k, and be a new file.

8. Stop the card.  Left-click on the card icon on the taskbar (next to the clock) and select the PCMCIA card to stop.  

Note

If you do not STOP the card, you may corrupt the file on the card and have wasted all your time.  Don’t skip this step!
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